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Other Funding Sources for Public Schools Solar Project Development Outside 
of Illinois Shines

The following is a list of other funding sources for public schools solar project development not offered through the Illinois Shines 
program or the Illinois Power Agency. Funding is subject to change based on availability and requirements of the granting entity. 
(This list and its links current as of November 30, 2023)

Federal:
• IRA Direct Pay Tax Credits
• Renew America’s Schools Grant (U.S. Department of Energy)

State:
• ISBE School Construction Project Grants
• ISBE School Energy Efficiency Project Grant
• The Illinois Climate Bank
• K-12 Solar Schools Grant
• Cook County Solar Schools Grant
• ComEd’s Distributed Generation Rebates
• Ameren’s Educational Facilities Incentives
• Energy Grants For Schools (Energy-Grants.net)

Other:
• EPA’s Clean School Bus Program
• EPA’s Climate Change Resources for Educators and Students

https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/elective-pay-and-transferability-frequently-asked-questions-elective-pay
https://www.energy.gov/scep/renew-americas-schools
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Construction.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Energy-Efficiency-Project-Grant.aspx
https://www.il-fa.com/programs/cb
https://www.illinoiscleanenergy.org/energy-program/k-12-solar-schools/
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/service/solar-schools-grant-program
https://www.comed.com/smart-energy/my-green-power-connection/solar-energy/solar-rebates
https://www.amerenillinoissavings.com/business/industry-solutions/education/
https://www.energy-grants.net/energy-grants-for-schools/
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://www.epa.gov/climate-change/climate-change-resources-educators-and-students

