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Minimum Equity Standard (MES) 2023-24 Year-End Report Opens for
Submisslons, EIEC Map Update, May REC Involcing Open

May 3, 2024

Coming up in lllinois Shines (Program events & due dates found at the Vendor Forums & Key Dates webpage)

Events
o May 23, 2024 - 2024-25 Program Year Welcome Webinar at 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. CPT. Please use this
link to register for this event.

Due Dates
o May 10, 2024 - Invoices must be submitted to the utility
o Key Dates Relating to the start of Program Year 2024-25 commencing on June 3, 2024
=  May 27 - June 2, 2024 - Program Year 2023-24 closure
= June 3, 2024 - Program Year 2024-25 opens and MES Compliance Plans for Program Year
2024-25 are due
= July 15, 2024 - MES Year-End Report for Program Year 2023-24 and Annual Reports
covering the 2023-24 Delivery Year are due

Stakeholder Support

Program Administrator Office Hours - May 8, 2024 - 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. CPT - Individual AV or Designee
support for Program requirements, portal, application, or other questions. Zoom link: https://energy-
solution.zoom.us/j/95588710302Co.

Application Tips and Tricks - Supplementing previous guidance, the Program Administrator seeks to continue
supporting stakeholders in the avoidance of project applications entering Need Info status.

o Project Installer Change - If the project installer has changed between Part | and Part ll, please review
all of the installer's contact information, qualified person, and ICC certification details before
submission.

o Noting this change in the Part Il ‘Overview Comments’ could help avoid additional Need Info about
documentation discrepancies.

Program News — New or Updated ltems (All Program updates can be found on the Program Updates webpage)

Minimum Equity Standard (MES) 2023-24 Year-End Report Open for Submissions - On May 1, 2024, the
Program announced the 2023-24 Year-End Report opening. The announcement provided the new Program
Year 2023-24 MES Year-End Report form, the required data and information to include on the report, key
dates, information on the EEP Attestation, the MES Waiver, and additional resources. Please see the MES
section of the Program’s Equity Accountability System page for additional information and resources.

lllinois Power Agency Updates Equity Investment Eligible Community Map - As of April 29, 2024, the IPA’s
Equity Investment Eligible Community map has been refreshed to include the updated R3 Areas. These R3
Area designations were determined through a process conducted by the lllinois Criminal Justice Information
Authority (“ICJIA”) regarding the R3 maps. For Program Year 2024-25, the Equity Investment Eligible
Community map will include both the updated R3 Areas identified through new analysis and previously
identified R3 Areas. Please see the full announcement for more details on EEP and EEC status impacts.
Annual Reports - Approved Vendors participating in Illinois Shines are required to submit an Annual Report
pertaining to the contracts and systems in their portfolio. The Annual Report period begins on July 1, 2024,
and additional relevant dates and information will soon be provided to AVs, along with resources and support
including pre-recorded instructional materials, an updated Annual Report Guide, and dedicated office hours.



https://illinoisshines.com/vendor-forums-feedback/
https://energy-solution.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GUPrVFYBRa6JGOSYnuIgRA
https://energy-solution.zoom.us/j/95588710302Co
https://energy-solution.zoom.us/j/95588710302Co
https://illinoisshines.com/program-updates/
https://illinoisshines.com/minimum-equity-standard-mes-2023-24-year-end-report-opens-for-submissions/
https://forms.office.com/r/FM6YbtEFWd
https://forms.office.com/r/FM6YbtEFWd
https://illinoisshines.com/equity-accountability-system/
https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-community-map.html
https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-community-map.html
https://illinoisshines.com/illinois-power-agency-updates-equity-investment-eligible-community-map/
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o May 2024 Consumer Protection Working Group Summary - The Agency and its Program Administrators for
Illinois Shines and lllinois Solar for All hosted the May Consumer Protection Working Group meeting today,
May 3, 2024. The notes from the Working Group will be published on the Program website, where agendas for
future meetings are also added. The Working Group meets the first Friday of each month, with the next meeting
to be held on Friday, June 7, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. CPT. If you are interested in participating in the group and
future meetings, please submit the form on the website.

o Program Closure May 27, 2024 - June 2, 2024 - On Monday, May 27, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. CPT the lllinois
Shines program will close for the 2023-24 Program Year. All Portal functions, including the ability to submit
Part | project applications or to download or submit Disclosure Forms (in all forms and manners including API,
CSV, PDF), will be unavailable during this period. Please note that the requirement that customers sign
Disclosure Forms prior to signing an installation contract or subscription agreement will remain in effect, and
Approved Vendors and Designees will need to plan accordingly. All other activities and support provided by the
Program Administrator will remain available. During this closure the Portal will be unavailable for use by
stakeholders while the Program prepares the portal for the new Program Year including updated block capacity
configurations, REC pricing and more. The Portal will re-open for the 2024-25 Program Year on June 3, 2024
at 8:00 a.m. CPT. Key additional notes about the Program Closure:

o Last applicable day for EEP workforce data for purposes of 2023-24 MES compliance via MES Year-
End Reports - May 31, 2024

o Bi-annual Report deadline - May 31, 2024

o Last day of the Delivery Year and last day to have RECs delivered in tracking registry to count towards
the 2023-24 Delivery Year Annual Report - May 31, 2024

o Other activities and support including Contract generation, Invoice and Net Statement Generation,
Program Call Center, Consumer Protection Center, Weekly Office Hours, Sector Strategist availability,
and SharePoint access will remain available as usual

e Dropbox Sign Security Incident - Dropbox Sign (formerly HelloSign) disclosed to the Program Administrator on
May 1, 2024 that Dropbox Sign experienced an unauthorized access to the Dropbox Sign production
environment. The Program Administrator notified AVs that as Dropbox Sign is used by stakeholders in the
Program portal, AVs are encouraged to become familiar with the details of the incident, and to share with their
Designees and be prepared to support customers who may have received the Dropbox Sign communication.
At present, there is no action for Approved Vendors to currently take within the program Portal.

o New to the Program Website - The following key additions to www.lllinoisShines.com have been shared:

o Program Year 2023-24 MES Year-End Report form (Equity Accountability System page)

Program News - Previously Published ltems (All Program updates can be found on the Program Updates webpage)

o General Program

o Updated Program Year 2024-25 Program Guidebook, Consumer Protection Handbook, and DG and
CS Contract Requirement Documents Released - On April 18, 2024, the Program published updated
versions of the Program Guidebook, Consumer Protection Handbook, and Distributed Generation (DG)
and Community Solar (CS) Contract Requirements. These documents reflect changes to conform with
the 2024 Final Plan, approved on February 20, 2024 by the Final Order of the ICC and stakeholder
feedback processes. See the announcement for high-level changes to the Program Guidebook and
Consumer Protection Handbook. These documents are published 45 days in advance of the start of
the 2024-25 Program Year, and Program participants are required to be in compliance with
requirements outlined in these documents by June 3, 2024. Please note that the February 27, 2024
version of the Program Guidebook, and the April 17, 2023 versions of the Consumer Protection
Handbook, and DG and CS Contract Requirements documents, found at the Program Documents page
of the website, remain in effect until the new Program Year commences on June 3, 2024.

o IPA Releases Final 2024 Illinois Shines REC Delivery Contracts - On April 22, 2024, the IPA published
the 2024 REC Delivery Contracts on the Program Documents page on the Program website. These
contracts are for use for projects approved in the 2024-25 lllinois Shines Program Year which begins



https://illinoisshines.com/consumer-protection-working-group/
https://sign.dropbox.com/blog/a-recent-security-incident-involving-dropbox-sign
https://illinoisshines.com/dropbox-sign-security-incident/
http://www.illinoisshines.com/
https://forms.office.com/r/FM6YbtEFWd
https://illinoisshines.com/equity-accountability-system/
https://illinoisshines.com/program-updates/
https://illinoisshines.com/updated-program-guidebook-consumer-protection-handbook-and-dg-and-cs-contract-requirements-for-the-program-year-2024-25-released/
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/PY2024-25-Program-Guidebook-4-18-24-FINAL.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/CP-Handbook-Final-for-June-2024.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/IL-Shines-DG-Contract-Requirements-4.18.2024.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/IL-Shines-CS-Contract-Requirements-4.18.2024.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/program-documents/
https://illinoisshines.com/illinois-power-agency-publishes-final-2024-illinois-shines-rec-delivery-contracts-and-2024-long-term-renewable-resources-procurement-plan/
https://illinoisshines.com/program-documents/
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June 3, 2024. All projects approved by the ICC after June 3, 2024, will use the new 2024 REC
Contracts, regardless of application submission date. The Program will provide an “off-ramp” option
for any already-applied projects expecting to receive an award under the 2022 REC Delivery Contract
that is unable to be developed under the updated 2024 REC Delivery Contracts. Approved Vendors
must make this request prior to Part | Verification.

o |IPA Publishes 2024 Long-Term Renewable Resources Procurement Plan - On April 19, 2024, the IPA
published the Final 2024 Long-Term Renewable Resources Procurement Plan (Long-Term Plan),
approved with modifications by the lllinois Commerce Commission on February 20, 2024. The final
Plan can be found on the Current Approved Plans page of the IPA website and the lllinois Shines
Program Documents page, along with appendices and a redline comparison of this final Plan with the
one filed in October 2023.

o 2024-25 Program Year Welcome Webinar - June 3, 2024 marks the opening of the 2024-25 Program
Year. In support of stakeholders, an informational webinar on the upcoming 2024-25 Program Year
changes will be held on May 23, 2024 from 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. CPT. The Program Administrator and
IPA will discuss the 2024 Long-Term Plan, Program Guidebook, and Consumer Protection Handbook
as well as the updated REC capacity and pricing. Please use this link to register for this event.

o U.S. EPA Awards $156 Million to Bring the Benefits of Solar Energy to Underserved Communities
Across lllinois - On April 25, 2024, the IPA announced the U.S. EPA Awards $156 Million to Bring the
Benefits of Solar Energy to Underserved Communities Across lllinois. The announcement provided
details on how the IPA will use the awarded money to expand existing solar incentive programs and
bring the benefits of solar energy to low-income and disadvantaged communities across lllinois.

Ongoing Operations Updates

May REC Invoicing Opened May 1, 2024 - REC invoices and Quarterly Netting Statements were made available
for download from AV SharePoint folders on May 1, 2024. Invoices must be submitted to the utility by May 10,
2024 to receive payment for the May invoice period. Any invoice amounts not submitted to the utility by May
10, 2024 will be carried forward and included in the next invoice period (August 2024).

Part Il Verification Cut Off for May - To allow time for invoice calculation and generation, the last valid Part II
Verification date for May will be May 24, 2024. Applications that are Part Il verified on or before May 24, 2024
will be included in the June invoicing period. Application processing will continue throughout the last week of
the month and any applications that are reviewed between May 25, 2024 and May 31, 2024 will be invoiced
in July 2024.

Re-Batching for ICC Meetings - In advance of each submission of batches to the ICC for approval, AVs are
provided the opportunity to withhold or re-batch projects. In the absence of any action by an AV, the Program
Administrator will re-batch the projects at their discretion and submit eligible projects to the ICC.

o It is extremely important that AVs review their re-batching files on SharePoint to indicate any re-
batching preferences, but especially requests to withhold projects from submission. The Program
Administrator alerts AVs by email when they have projects that are eligible for re-batching and planned
to be submitted to the ICC in the next memo. Unfortunately, sometimes these communications are
missed, and projects are submitted to the ICC despite an AVs intent to hold a project back.

o The Program Administrator requests that AVs who believe they may want to withhold or re-batch
projects mark their calendars and review SharePoint folders for re-batching templates. This way, if any
email alerts are missed, AVs are still aware of the dates that re-batching opens and can check if any
projects are in the upcoming ICC submission. Below are the next re-batching windows:



https://ipa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/ipa/documents/final-2024-long-term-renewable-resources-procurement-plan-19-apr-2024.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1FsVeQyDj1pIAyzLjis5Cpc8D0Fqo7zdas8BeqluQeUFoXmUReSgxbdS_DV4tVwnjgpX5sARFdSgD_4Q0EVFrOSjX5ar3Mhkmtgs33sZjuJvIDTHway5cyrul4GStdRL3Tk3_nJxhbcNP8aMma3vKmQbAvtYi6TmwRYyENod_4RDypoLPzYS0cCdet7b3xsFKZ_N3ilyiIkLDcBCsxJzvtJXnDuIROxN053PWWlMlDBqGgfFPCvtcRaYLrevhJ8w-jHqTYGYW9M0WW89lYgveYA7ACI-QBf-vyr7rCmzBDXCKOXvEbmVo-a5ZgHMcz238pAtIFUrdqj5aQrlCrAf3vGp5JR7xTpeZ8d-E22sPaBukhvb5Y7vkYlQss1xAPdZuXeGDiyw-OliwijVNFx6kJKbo67EG26NBtGHvgYyBIRs/https%3A%2F%2Fipa.illinois.gov%2Fenergy-procurement%2Fcurrent-approved-plan.html
https://illinoisshines.com/program-documents/
https://energy-solution.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GUPrVFYBRa6JGOSYnuIgRA
https://ipa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/ipa/documents/20240425-ggrf-announcement-final.pdf
https://ipa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/ipa/documents/20240425-ggrf-announcement-final.pdf
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Re-Batching Opens for AVs Election Deadline - 12:00 Trade Date (ICC Meeting
p.m. CPT (Re-batching Date)
closes for AVs)
5/13/2024 5/15/2024 5/30/2024
5/17/2024 5/21/2024 6/5/2024
6/3/2024* 6/5/2024* 6/20/2024*
6/13/2024 6/17/2024 7/2/2024
7/8/2024 7/10/2024 7/24/2024
7/16/2024 7/18/2024 8/1/2024
7/29/2024 7/31/2024 8/14/2024
8/13/2024 8/15/2024 8/29/2024
8/26/2024 8/28/2024 9/12/2024

*Please note that the lllinois Shines program will not be submitting projects to the ICC for the
June 20, 2024 meeting in order to prepare processes for the new Program Year and the new
2024 REC Contracts.

Application Processing Updates

Application Processing Tables - Application processing tables are maintained at lllinoisShines.com/project-
application-reports/. These tables are typically updated daily, but in some cases may experience slight delays.
The Program Administrator is currently experiencing technical issues and data on the Project Application
Reports page and it may not be updated daily. Thank you for your patience as the Program Administrator works
on a solution. For questions about specific project applications, please contact the Program Administrator at
admin@lllinoisShines.com.

Ongoing Program Portal Updates

The latest portal updates and enhancements, a Portal Development Roadmap, and portal help guides can be
found at https://illinoisshines.com/portal-updates/.

Portal Maintenance and Releases - Scheduled system maintenance windows continue on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings (from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. CPT), during which times the Portal is typically unavailable
to users; the Program hopes these windows are minimally disruptive to Program participants. Users working
in the Portal should save their work prior to the 8:00 p.m. CPT start of system maintenance window, as any
unsaved information will be lost when the system is moved into maintenance mode. In some cases, Portal
availability may resume earlier than 11:00 p.m. CPT, though AVs and Designees should plan on the full three
hours.

Planned or
Development Focus Details Actual
Delivery

Enhancement
Remove/Hide Block on CDCS This visual change will remove the static message on the AV and May 1, 2024
project application Designee landing page notifying that the CDCS block is closed.
submission/block closure
message
DG REC Calculator Part I Feature will allow users to automatically populate the Estimated May 1, 2024

REC payments by pushing the calculate button rather than

downloading the excel file calculator and manually entering data.



https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
mailto:admin@IllinoisShines.com
https://illinoisshines.com/portal-updates/
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Requirements and Reminders

o Stakeholder Feedback - This table outlines current and forthcoming proposals and feedback requests, which
can also be found at the Program website:

Proposal or Feedback Request for Deadline for Results or Updates to Request
Topic and Link to Details | Comment Released Comment

Draft 2024 REC March 22, 2024 April 5, Comments received are published here. Final

Delivery Contracts 2024 2024 REC Delivery Contracts were published on
April 22, 2024 and can be found here.

Equity Accountability March 21, 2024 April 10, Comments received are published here.

System Assessment 2024

Draft Program March 13, 2024 March 27, Comments received are published here. On April

Guidebook 2024 18, 2024, the IPA released a final version of the
updated Program Guidebook, 45 days in advance
of the start of the 2024-25 Program Year, for AVs
and Designees to become fully compliant with
new requirements by June 3, 2024.

o REC Transfers - As a reminder, June 1, 2023 - May 31, 2024 constitutes the “2024 delivery year.” RECs
successfully transferred during the delivery year are used to calculate any necessary collateral adjustments or
contract default. This means generation data must be uploaded into GATS or M-RETS and transferred to the
Buyer by May 31, 2024.

o Please note: Once generation data is uploaded to GATS, it may take up to seven days for the data to
process and for a REC certificate to be created. Once created, the certificate needs to be transferred
successfully. Keeping this in mind, please endeavor to have all available energy generation data
uploaded to GATs at least seven days before May 31, 2024 to allow time for REC certificate creation
and transfer.

o Generation data uploaded to M-RETS is processed instantly, creating, and transferring RECs per a
standing order within moments. Nonetheless, AVs may want to act early out of an abundance of
caution. Any RECs generated or transferred after the May 31, 2024 deadline will be counted towards
the 2025 delivery year’s Annual Report.

o IPA Request for AVs and Installer Designees Interested To Serve Stranded lllinois Shines DG Customers - As
previously announced, the Program seeks entities interested in serving stranded customers, and updates the
lists of participating vendors on a rolling basis. The original announcements include details regarding the
opportunity to support stranded customers, eligibility requirements, and anticipated responsibilities.

¢ |llinois Shines Legacy Portal Retirement - As previously announced, on June 30, 2024 the Program will retire
the legacy lllinois Shines Portal administered by the prior Program Administrator, after which AVs and
Designees will no longer be able to access it. Please see the previous announcement for more details.

o State of lllinois Employment Workshops - For dates, times, and locations of upcoming State of lllinois
Employment Workshops please view this link.

CONTACT US: For portal, application, or Program-specific questions and inquiries, please contact
admin@lllinoisShines.com or call 877-783-1820.



https://illinoisshines.com/stakeholder-feedback/
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/ABP-and-ILSFA-DRAFT-REC-Contracts-Request-for-Feedback_22-MARCH-2024.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/ABP-and-ILSFA-DRAFT-REC-Contracts-Request-for-Feedback_22-MARCH-2024.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/stakeholder-feedback/
https://illinoisshines.com/program-documents/
https://illinoisshines.com/illinois-power-agency-requests-stakeholder-feedback-on-equity-accountability-system-assessment/
https://illinoisshines.com/illinois-power-agency-requests-stakeholder-feedback-on-equity-accountability-system-assessment/
https://ipa.illinois.gov/renewable-resources/stakeholder-engagement/stakeholder-feedback-on-equity-accountability-system--eas-.html
https://illinoisshines.com/draft-program-guidebook-released-for-feedback-comments-due-march-27-2024/
https://illinoisshines.com/draft-program-guidebook-released-for-feedback-comments-due-march-27-2024/
https://illinoisshines.com/stakeholder-feedback/
https://illinoisshines.com/illinois-power-agency-issues-request-for-approved-vendors-and-installer-designees-interested-in-serving-stranded-illinois-shines-distributed-generation-customers/
https://illinoisshines.com/stranded-customer-resources/
https://illinoisshines.com/stranded-customer-resources/
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Illinois-Shines-Announcement-01March2024-final-for-publication.pdf
https://dcfs.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dcfs/documents/about-us/documents/oes-monthly-events.pdf
mailto:admin@IllinoisShines.com

