Z Illinois Shines v*IPA

y ]
ILLINOIS POWER AGENCY

Release of Part Il EAS Assessment, REC Contract Amendment Release

Update, Re-Batching Opens for AVs

February 14, 2025

Coming up in lllinois Shines (Program events & due dates found at the Key Dates & Deadlines webpage)

Events
o No events are scheduled for next week

Due Dates
o February 18, 2025 - Re-batching opens for AVs
o February 20, 2025 - Election Deadline - Project re-batch or withdrawal

Stakeholder Support

Program Administrator Office Hours - February 19, 2025, from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. CPT - Individual AV or
Designee support for Program requirements, Portal, application, or other questions.
https://energy-solution.zoom.us/j/8678382503?20mn=98063266350.
Upcoming Program Holiday Hours - The Program will have limited services and updates on Monday, February
17, 2025, in observance of Washington’s Birthday/Presidents’ Day. On this day, the Program Call Center will
be closed. Updates to the Block Capacity Dashboard, application tables, application project reports, and
waitlists will resume Tuesday, February 18, 2025.
Application Tips and Tricks - The Program Administrator publishes Tips and Tricks to help support stakeholders
in avoiding project applications from resulting in a Need Info request and delaying their review and approval.
o Expansions: Expansion pricing applies to projects added to existing lllinois Shines projects when the
expansion project is submitted less than two years of the original project’s ICC approval date. (This is
a new clarification for the 2024-25 Program Year.)
= |f submitting an already built expansion system, AVs must upload the Certificate of
Completion (“CoC”)/Permission to Operate (“PTO”) in Part | ‘Additional Documents’ for
interconnection date verification.
= Applicants must still mark “Expansion” in Part | Section 2 of the application, even if
expansion pricing does not apply.

Program News — New or Updated ltems (All Program updates can be found on the Program Updates webpage)

IPA Releases Part Il of its Equity Accountability System Assessment - The lllinois Power Agency (“IPA”) is
pleased to announce the release of Part Il of its Equity Accountability System Assessment, which completes
comprehensive evaluation of statutory Equity Accountability System (“EAS”) provisions in promoting equity
across the clean energy economy. Please see full announcement for more information on the scope of the
EAS and details of the two-part report. Part | of the Equity Accountability Assessment can be found here.
REC Contract Amendment Release Update - The IPA has previously shared information on the release of REC
Contract modifications, which will be in the form of a REC Contract Amendment. These contract modifications
include:

o Update to the deadline for the submission of Annual Reports under the applicable Program.

o Creation of an un-batching and re-batching process to facilitate assignment of projects.

o Implementation of an escrow process.

o Provision of economic incentives for stranded customer projects.

The REC Contract modifications are now anticipated to be finalized and posted by the end of the month and
will be included in a retroactive amendment to the REC Contract. Each AV will be expected to sign an


https://illinoisshines.com/vendor-forums-feedback/
https://energy-solution.zoom.us/j/8678382503?omn=98063266350
https://illinoisshines.com/help-guides-and-application-tips/
https://illinoisshines.com/program-updates/
https://ipa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/ipa/documents/20250214-equity-accountability-system-assessment-part-2-final.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1BCykupgtbJSy2pLV-YknDxPMGDgA7jqCaxLKoa6rVku-QUHOkF08MAK-IYMtCYkJTVfCfn0xi5amPxsLLLls20M3yMfHW3h1hbwfOHeONLm1JOZNCrjEgee4AYuq7jqrYRMzitKKK5Er5CZ6_nrPLgGFZE6zkqnrtIwqI48pUHrwyt3jZF2yj1_CWBgGADRWDUJMpx25Sn2U27HGa7liv9Kly2041WpnOepsc3ppDyj35Pv7y1QsmFYmiu3p5noklPZMuWQ3hTVZ9-2Mc1AyyIdAdub9lardHagw9c0-gWgkKGJmUv61-J_8FmG9cpUvwK8VhB4vpjYm0-Lh0HY-6jqwx5hX7V6VfVIDOIjnakx0vac4Vi_6jns5Z3EDM6WE_7pKZ-fp72N_XL8LNq8nrD-N_HRpynXzzt2YDp5bP-k/https%3A%2F%2Fipa.illinois.gov%2Fcontent%2Fsoi%2Fipa%2Fen%2Fannouncements%2Fillinois-power-agency-releases-part-ii-of-its-equity-accountabil.html
https://ipa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/ipa/documents/20240816-equity-accountability-system-assessment-final-081624.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/ABP-and-ILSFA-REC-Contracts-Request-for-Feedback_13-DEC-2024.pdf
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amendment for each of its active REC Contracts near the end of March. In the coming weeks, the Program
will share details in Program announcements on what AVs should expect from this process, including:
Termination of “shell” contracts where all projects have been removed or assigned out of the contract.
Full text of the REC Contract Amendment.

Guidance on how AVs will digitally receive and sign the REC Contract Amendment.

Next steps and timing of what will happen after the REC Contract Amendment is signed.

O O O O

Ongoing Operations Updates

Re-Batching for ICC Meetings - Due to an increase in late requests to withhold projects from submission to
the ICC, the Program Administrator would like to remind AVs of the important information below.

In advance of each submission of batches to the ICC for approval, AVs are provided the opportunity to withhold
or re-batch projects. AVs must indicate any requests to withdraw or withhold projects during the two-day re-
batching window. In the absence of any action by an AV, the Program Administrator will re-batch the projects
at their discretion and submit eligible projects to the ICC.

o It is extremely important that AVs review their re-batching files on SharePoint to indicate any re-
batching preferences, but especially requests to withhold projects from submission. The Program
Administrator alerts AVs by email when they have projects that are eligible for re-batching and planned
to be submitted to the ICC in the next memo. Unfortunately, sometimes these communications are
missed, and projects are submitted to the ICC despite an AVs intent to hold a project back.

o The Program Administrator requests that AVs who believe they may want to withhold or re-batch
projects mark their calendars and review SharePoint folders for re-batching templates. This way, if any
email alerts are missed, AVs are still aware of the dates that re-batching opens and can check if any
projects are in the upcoming ICC submission. Below are the next re-batching windows:

Re-Batching Opens for AVs Election Deadline - 12:00 Trade Date (ICC Meeting Date)
p.m. CPT (Re-batching
closes for AVs)
2/18/2025 2/20/2025 3/6/2025
2/25/2025 2/27/2025 3/13/2025
3/11/2025 3/13/2025 3/27/2025
3/25/2025 3/27/2025 4/10/2025
4/8/2025 4/10/2025 4/24/2025

Part Il Verification Cut Off for February - To allow time for invoice calculation and generation, the last valid Part
Il Verification date for February will be February 24, 2025. Applications that are Part Il verified on or before
February 24, 2025, will be included in the March invoicing period. Application processing will continue
throughout the last week of the month and any applications that are reviewed between February 25, 2025,
and February 28, 2025, will be invoiced in April 2025.

Application Processing Updates

Application Processing Tables - Application processing tables are maintained at lllinoisShines.com/project-
application-reports/. These tables are updated daily. For questions about specific project applications,
please contact the Program Administrator at admin@lllinoisShines.com.

Application Processing Update - Current application processing time is within the expected 10-day
turnaround in all categories, which the Program Administrator expects to maintain for the foreseeable future.



https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
mailto:admin@IllinoisShines.com
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Ongoing Program Portal Updates

The latest Portal updates and enhancements, a Portal Development Roadmap, and Portal help guides can
be found at https://illinoisshines.com/portal-updates/.

Portal Maintenance and Releases - Scheduled system maintenance windows will continue on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings (from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. CPT), during which times the Portal is typically unavailable
to users; the Program hopes these windows are minimally disruptive to Program participants. Users working
in the Portal should save their work prior to the 8:00 p.m. CPT start of system maintenance window, as any
unsaved information will be lost when the system is moved into maintenance mode. In some cases, Portal
availability may resume earlier than noted, though AVs and Designees should plan on the full three hours.

Requirements and Reminders

Stakeholder Feedback - This table outlines current and forthcoming proposals and feedback requests. Details
on previous proposals and feedback requests can be found at the Program website.

Proposal or Feedback Request for Comment | Deadline for Results or Updates to Request
Topic and Link to Details Released Comment

2025 REC Pricing January 10, 2025 January The IPA is currently reviewing survey

Model Cost Input survey 24,2025 submissions and anticipates the release of
proposed 2025-26 Program Year REC Prices
in February for stakeholder feedback.

Subscriber December 6, 2024 A survey will be provided to Working Group

Management Working participants for additional input on the

Group proposed functionality for bulk editing and
subscriber termination.

IPA Request for AVs and Installer Designees Interested in Serving Stranded lllinois Shines DG Customers - As
previously announced, the Program seeks entities interested in serving stranded customers, and updates the
lists of participating vendors on a rolling basis. The original announcements include details regarding the
opportunity to support stranded customers, eligibility requirements, and anticipated responsibilities.
Customer Satisfaction Survey Forthcoming - In the coming weeks, the Program Administrator will distribute a
Consumer Satisfaction Survey to Small DG Purchase, Lease, and PPA customers whose applications were Part
Il verified since December 1, 2023. The purpose of the survey is to better understand consumers’ experience
working with lllinois Shines participating entities and to help us improve consumer protections within the
Program. Customers are not required to provide their name and are not asked to identify the AV or Designee
with whom they contracted. If you receive questions from customers who receive the survey, please feel free
to direct them to the Program Administrator.

Portal Community Solar Subscriber Management Working Group - The Program Administrator will send a
follow up survey to gather additional information in the coming weeks to the Working Group participants.
Following further feedback, the Program Administrator will outline planned development for Portal-based
subscriber management via CSV upload. Stakeholders seeking additional information may contact the
Program Administrator at admin@IllinoisShines.com.

Energy Efficiency Revolving Loan Fund Program and Webinar - The lllinois Finance Authority/Climate Bank will
host a webinar on February 19, 2025, from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. CPT regarding the launch of the new Energy
Efficiency Revolving Loan Fund (“EE RLF”) program. For more information on the webinar, registration, and
application, please see the previous announcement.

DCEO Small Business Capital and Infrastructure Grant Program — See previous announcement for details.
Applications must be submitted by Monday, April 7, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. CPT.

CONTACT US: For Portal, application, or Program-specific questions and inquiries, please contact
admin@lllinoisShines.com or call 877-783-1820.



https://illinoisshines.com/portal-updates/
https://illinoisshines.com/stakeholder-feedback/
https://illinoisshines.com/2025-rec-cost-input-survey-released-responses-due-january-24/
https://illinoisshines.com/2025-rec-cost-input-survey-released-responses-due-january-24/
https://illinoisshines.com/illinois-power-agency-issues-request-for-approved-vendors-and-installer-designees-interested-in-serving-stranded-illinois-shines-distributed-generation-customers/
https://illinoisshines.com/stranded-customer-resources/
https://illinoisshines.com/stranded-customer-resources/
mailto:admin@IllinoisShines.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.il-fa.com%2fprograms%2fee-rlf&c=E,1,6FlE3jl-x55OJiTZYkTCz0Hm0JsIb1E6De6jSp8wDwYeDuZMnKCJvD_bqIvyC_9AJKP6bRMU3Hd7Hra8RSpc6B-r4xtSplp2tVlhbJuZves,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.il-fa.com%2fprograms%2fee-rlf&c=E,1,6FlE3jl-x55OJiTZYkTCz0Hm0JsIb1E6De6jSp8wDwYeDuZMnKCJvD_bqIvyC_9AJKP6bRMU3Hd7Hra8RSpc6B-r4xtSplp2tVlhbJuZves,&typo=1
https://illinoisfinanceauthority-512.my.webex.com/weblink/register/r80f7acd65b1f4be9433f1bc1dd6fd628
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Illinois-Shines-Announcement-31January2025-Final-for-Publication.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Illinois-Shines-Announcement-31January2025-Final-for-Publication.pdf
mailto:admin@IllinoisShines.com

