
 

 

 

April 15 MES Compliance Webinar, Program Portal Update and End of Year 

Pause, Block Capacity Dashboard Enhancements 
 

April 11, 2025 

 

Coming up in Illinois Shines (Program events & due dates found at the Key Dates & Deadlines webpage) 

• Events  

o April 15, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. CPT – Minimum Equity Standard Compliance webinar. Register here: 

https://energy-solution.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2BhQfyw0QNeZGX_lAVxysQ  

o April 21, 2025 - Small Contractor Clean Energy Prevailing Wage Training 

 

• Due Dates  

o April 12, 2025 – Date by which all AVs with active REC Contracts will receive the REC Contract 

Amendment to sign 

o April 18, 2025 – Final versions of the Program Guidebook, Consumer Protection documents, and REC 

Prices for the 2025-26 Program Year will be released and last day to submit stakeholder feedback on 

Enhancements to Equity Eligible Contractor Certification 

o April 21, 2025 – Deadline to complete survey regarding Subscriber Verification portal development 

o April 22, 2025 – Re-batching opens for AVs 

 

Stakeholder Support 

• Program Administrator Office Hours – April 16, 2025, from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. CPT - Individual AV or Designee 

support for Program requirements, Portal, application, or other questions. Please note the updated Zoom line 

for this meeting, effective April 16, 2025: https://energy-solution.zoom.us/j/91402926068  

• Application Tips and Tricks - The Program Administrator publishes Tips and Tricks to help support stakeholders 

in avoiding project applications from resulting in a Need Info request and delaying their review and approval. 

o Large DG project applications must include photographs providing evidence of module count that 

matches data submitted in application fields. An inability by the Program Administrator to verify the 

module count via photographs can delay application review and result in a Need Info request that can 

delay project approval. Tips for submitting photographs that allow for complete module count include:   

▪ Labeling photos to demonstrate how they correspond to submitted site maps, ensuring you 

aren’t submitting duplicate photos of the same modules, and utilizing aerial drone photos 

(though not required), are all good strategies for avoiding Need Info requests. 

▪ Ensuring photos have strong resolution and taking the photos where landmarks are visible 

(where applicable) are also helpful in confirming module count.  

o As a general rule, if the AV can’t quickly discern and count modules via photographs, the Program’s 

application processing team may have the same difficulty, likely resulting in a Need Info request.  

 

Program News – New or Updated Items (All Program updates can be found on the Program Updates webpage) 

• Portal Updates: Revised Menu and End of Year Program Pause - The Program Portal's main menu will be 

updated in an April release, offering simplified navigation and main menu access to Disclosure Forms, project 

applications and batches, without need to expand AV or Designee folders to see these options.  Dual-role users 

(acting as both AVs and Designees) will have ability to navigate to a central location to access all Disclosure 

Forms via a single list of the AV IDs to select from.  

 

This menu change will enable more granular restrictions for this year's Program pause between the end of 

the 2024-25 Program Year and the launch of the 2025-26 Program Year. The pause will begin on the 

evening of Tuesday, May 27, 2025 at 8:00 pm CPT and run until the 2025-26 Program Year launch on 

Monday June 2, 2025, at 8:00 am CPT.  During the program pause, access to project applications and 

batches will be unavailable in the Portal, but all Disclosure Form functionality will be fully available. 

https://illinoisshines.com/vendor-forums-feedback/
https://energy-solution.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2BhQfyw0QNeZGX_lAVxysQ
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=mb74c9459ea8e0dd3f9494dca9a544bf9
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=WhykgeRTDE2nqHQvI9dkUUCx2Zi_6_NLhc6DXMcSg59UMVRYV003MzQxUlhGMURNT0VWMjZJWVc5MC4u
https://energy-solution.zoom.us/j/91402926068
https://illinoisshines.com/help-guides-and-application-tips/
https://illinoisshines.com/program-updates/


 

 

 

• Portal Community Solar Subscriber Management Survey - In January 2025, the Program held a working group 

to support the development of community solar subscriber management functionality in the Program Portal. 

The Program Administrator utilized stakeholder feedback to begin developing requirements for the 

functionality, and seeks additional information from interested Approved Vendors and Designees via a  short 

survey which includes design examples for review and comment. The Program requests survey responses by 

April 21, 2025 and will utilize survey responses to further inform planned development of the Portal-based 

subscriber management via CSV upload. For further information, contact the Program Administrator at 

admin@illinoisshines.com. 

• Upcoming Minimum Equity Standard (“MES”) Compliance Webinar – To ensure compliance and prepare for 

the upcoming Program Year, AVs and Designees are invited to join the Program’s upcoming MES Compliance 

webinar on Tuesday, April 15, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. CPT. This webinar will provide guidance on submitting Year-

End Reports for the 2024-25 Program Year and outline compliance plan requirements for the 2025-26 

Program Year. Register here:  

https://energy-solution.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2BhQfyw0QNeZGX_lAVxysQ 

• Block Capacity Dashboard Enhanced for Clarity – To help reduce ambiguity around Program capacity while 

maintaining transparency of the project application pipeline, the Program has updated the Block Capacity 

Dashboard including 1) Addition of a new column titled ‘Capacity Availability’, which will indicate if there is 

unreserved program capacity for the category; and 2) A new, more intuitive color scheme including the shading 

of capacity categories for reserved Program capacity in shades of red, and the shading of capacity categories 

for unreserved Program capacity in shades of green. 

• 2025-26 Program Documents Reminder – The current Program documents are in effect until June 1, 2025. 

The draft Program documents for the 2025-26 Program Year are in final development by the IPA and will be 

finalized and published by April 18, 2025. The 2025-26 Program Guidebook, Consumer Protection 

documents, and REC Prices do not go into effect until the start of the 2025-26 Program Year on June 2, 2025. 

• New to the Program Website – The following key additions to http://www.IllinoisShines.com have been shared: 

o 2024-25 Mentorship Program Recordings and Slide decks (Mentorship Program page) 

o Meeting Minutes from April 2025 Consumer Protection Working Group (CP Working Group page) 

o Updated Block Capacity Dashboard (Block Capacity Dashboard page) 

 

Program News – Previously Published Items (All Program updates can be found on the Program Updates webpage) 

• Reminder: REC Contract Amendments Signatures Due May 26, 2025 – On March 24, REC Contract 

Amendments were distributed to utilities, who have until today, April 11, 2025 to sign them. Following utility 

signature, the documents are then routed to each AV with an active REC Contract for their signature. Docusign 

will automatically route the amendment to the AV’s main point of contact once the contracting utility has 

signed it. Requests may have been sent to AVs on different dates, but AVs should receive Amendments for 

signature by April 11, 2025. A Frequently Asked Questions (“FAQs) document was created to support AVs.   

 

It is critical that AVs sign the amendment within 45 days, by 11:59 p.m. CPT on May 26, 2025. Failure to do 

so is considered a Program violation and may lead to suspension. Key dates regarding the REC Contract 

Amendment process: 

o March 19, 2025 - The Program emailed AVs with active REC Contracts with additional details on 

receiving the Docusign signature requests. 

o March 24, 2025 – Utilities received the REC Contract Amendments to sign. 

o April 11, 2025 – Last day for Utilities to sign REC Contract Amendments. 

o April 12, 2025 – By this date, all AVs with active REC Contracts will receive the REC Contract 

Amendment to sign. 

o May 26, 2025 – Last day for AVs with active REC Contracts to sign the REC Contract Amendment.  

 

If you have not received a request through the signature platform, Docusign, to sign the amendment, are 

having technical difficulties, or if you have other questions or concerns, please email the Program 

Administrator at admin@IllinoisShines.com as soon as possible.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=WhykgeRTDE2nqHQvI9dkUUCx2Zi_6_NLhc6DXMcSg59UMVRYV003MzQxUlhGMURNT0VWMjZJWVc5MC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=WhykgeRTDE2nqHQvI9dkUUCx2Zi_6_NLhc6DXMcSg59UMVRYV003MzQxUlhGMURNT0VWMjZJWVc5MC4u
mailto:admin@illinoisshines.com
https://energy-solution.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2BhQfyw0QNeZGX_lAVxysQ
https://illinoisshines.com/project-status-and-capacity-dashboard/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-status-and-capacity-dashboard/
https://illinoisshines.com/program-documents/
http://www.illinoisshines.com/
https://illinoisshines.com/mentorship-program/#resources
https://illinoisshines.com/mentorship-program/
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/CP-Working-Group-April-4-2025-Notes-Final.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/consumer-protection-working-group/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-status-and-capacity-dashboard/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-status-and-capacity-dashboard/
https://illinoisshines.com/program-updates/
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/FAQs-Related-to-the-2025-Amendment-Process-v250306-1.pdf
mailto:admin@IllinoisShines.com


 

 

 

• Request for Stakeholder Feedback on Enhancements to Equity Eligible Contractor Certification – Due April 18, 

2025 – On April 1, 2025, the Illinois Power Agency (“IPA”) released a Request for Stakeholder Feedback that 

seeks input on the potential strategies to enhance the certification process for Equity Eligible Contractors 

(“EEC”). This feedback will inform new requirements as part of the IPA’s upcoming update of its Long-Term 

Renewable Resources Procurement Plan (to be finalized in 2026). Written responses to the request for 

feedback are due on April 18, 2025. Please provide comments via email attachment to 

IPA.EnergyEquity@illinois.gov with the subject “[Responder’s Name] – Stakeholder Feedback on EEC 

Certification” by April 18, 2025. 

• Illinois Shines Releases Latest State of the Program Communication – On April 1, 2025, the Program released 

its latest State of the Program communication, reflecting Program Year 2024-25 updates. The communication 

details key areas of Program progress, implemented solutions, current initiatives, forums to solicit and address 

stakeholder needs and requests, and an updated Program vision and stakeholder commitments from the 

Program Administrator. The Program and IPA appreciate the continued participation of stakeholders in helping 

to grow and strengthen Illinois Shines. 

 

Ongoing Operations Updates 

• Re-Batching for ICC Meetings – Due to an increase in late requests to withhold projects from submission to 

the ICC, the Program Administrator would like to remind AVs of the important information below.  

 

In advance of each submission of batches to the ICC for approval, AVs are provided the opportunity to withhold 

or re-batch projects. AVs must indicate any requests to withdraw or withhold projects during the two-day re-

batching window. In the absence of any action by an AV, the Program Administrator will re-batch the projects 

at their discretion and submit eligible projects to the ICC.  

o It is extremely important that AVs review their re-batching files on SharePoint to indicate any re-

batching preferences, but especially requests to withhold projects from submission. The Program 

Administrator alerts AVs by email when they have projects that are eligible for re-batching and planned 

to be submitted to the ICC in the next memo. Unfortunately, sometimes these communications are 

missed, and projects are submitted to the ICC despite an AVs intent to hold a project back. 

o The Program Administrator requests that AVs who believe they may want to withhold or re-batch 

projects mark their calendars and review SharePoint folders for re-batching templates. This way, if any 

email alerts are missed, AVs are still aware of the dates that re-batching opens and can check if any 

projects are in the upcoming ICC submission. Below are the next re-batching windows:  

Re-Batching Opens for AVs Election Deadline – 12:00 

p.m. CPT (Re-batching 

closes for AVs) 

Trade Date (ICC Meeting Date) 

4/22/2025 4/24/2025 5/8/2025 

5/6/2025 5/8/2025 5/22/2025 

5/19/2025 5/21/2025 6/5/2025 

6/2/2025 6/4/2025 6/18/2025 

• Part II Verification Cut Off for April - To allow time for invoice calculation and generation, the last valid Part II 

Verification date for April will be April 24, 2025. Applications that are Part II verified on or before April 24, 

2025 will be included in the May invoicing period. Application processing will continue throughout the last 

week of the month and any applications that are reviewed between April 25, 2025 and April 30, 2025 will be 

invoiced in June 2025. 

 

https://energyequity.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/ipa/documents/20250401-stakeholder-feedback-request-enhancements-to-eec-certification-final.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/final-2024-long-term-renewable-resources-procurement-plan-19-apr-2024.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/final-2024-long-term-renewable-resources-procurement-plan-19-apr-2024.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/illinois-shines-releases-latest-state-of-the-program-communication-2/
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-Q1-State-of-the-Program-Report-v250403.pdf


 

 

 

Application Processing Updates 

• Application Processing Tables - Application processing tables are maintained at IllinoisShines.com/project-

application-reports/. These tables are updated daily. For questions about specific project applications, 

please contact the Program Administrator at admin@IllinoisShines.com. 

• Application Processing Update - Current application processing time is within the expected 10-day 

turnaround in all categories, which the Program Administrator expects to maintain for the foreseeable future. 

 

Ongoing Program Portal Updates 

• The latest Portal updates and enhancements, a Portal Development Roadmap, and Portal help guides can 

be found at https://illinoisshines.com/portal-updates/.  

• Portal Maintenance and Releases - Scheduled system maintenance windows will continue on Tuesday and 

Thursday evenings (from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. CPT), during which times the Portal is typically unavailable 

to users; the Program hopes these windows are minimally disruptive to Program participants. Users working 

in the Portal should save their work prior to the 8:00 p.m. CPT start of system maintenance window, as any 

unsaved information will be lost when the system is moved into maintenance mode. In some cases, Portal 

availability may resume earlier than noted, though AVs and Designees should plan on the full three hours. 

Requirements and Reminders 

• Stakeholder Feedback – This table outlines current and forthcoming proposals and feedback requests. Details 

on previous proposals and feedback requests can be found at the Program website. 
 

Proposal or Feedback 

Topic and Link to Details 

Request for 

Comment 

Released 

Deadline for 

Comment 
Results or Updates to Request 

Equity Eligible 

Contractor Certification 

April 1, 2025 April 18, 

2025 

Provide comments via email attachment to 

IPA.EnergyEquity@illinois.gov with the subject 

“[Responder’s Name] – Stakeholder Feedback 

on EEC Certification.”  

Draft Program 

Guidebook 

March 7, 

2025 

March 26, 

2025 

Comments received are published here. On April 

18, 2025, the IPA will release the final version of 

the Guidebook, 45 days in advance of the start 

of the 2025-26 Program Year, for AVs and 

Designees to become fully compliant with new 

requirements by June 2, 2025. 

Draft Consumer 

Protection Handbook 

March 7, 

2025 

March 26, 

2025 

Comments received are published here. The 

final Consumer Protection Handbook will be 

published April 18, 2025. 

Draft DG Contract 

Requirements 

March 7, 

2025 

March 26, 

2025 

Comments received are published here. The 

final DG Contract Requirements will be 

published April 18, 2025. 

Draft CS Contract 

Requirements 

March 7, 

2025 

March 26, 

2025 

Comments received are published here. The 

final CS Contract Requirements will be published 

April 18, 2025. 

Draft REC Prices March 7, 

2025 

March 26, 

2025 

Comments received are published here. The 

final REC Prices will be published April 18, 2025. 

CS Subscriber 

Management 

Functionality 

December 6, 

2024. Survey 

issued April 7, 

2025 

April 21, 

2025 

A survey has been issued for additional AV and 

Designee input on the proposed functionality for 

bulk editing and subscriber termination. 

• IPA Request for AVs and Installer Designees Interested in Serving Stranded Illinois Shines DG Customers - As 

previously announced, the Program seeks entities interested in serving stranded customers, and updates the 

lists of participating vendors on a rolling basis. The original announcements include details regarding the 

opportunity to support stranded customers, eligibility requirements, and anticipated responsibilities. 

https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
mailto:admin@IllinoisShines.com
https://illinoisshines.com/portal-updates/
https://illinoisshines.com/stakeholder-feedback/
https://energyequity.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/ipa/documents/20250401-stakeholder-feedback-request-enhancements-to-eec-certification-final.pdf
https://energyequity.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/ipa/documents/20250401-stakeholder-feedback-request-enhancements-to-eec-certification-final.pdf
mailto:IPA.EnergyEquity@illinois.gov
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Revised-Draft-PY-25-26-Program-Guidebook-Revised-17-March-2025.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Revised-Draft-PY-25-26-Program-Guidebook-Revised-17-March-2025.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/stakeholder-feedback/
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https://illinoisshines.com/stranded-customer-resources/
https://illinoisshines.com/stranded-customer-resources/


 

 

 

• IDOL Small Contractor Clean Energy Prevailing Wage Training – To help small contractors understand the 

requirements outlined in the Prevailing Wage Act (PA 102-662) the Illinois Department of Labor is holding a 

webinar on Monday, April 21, 2025 at 2:30 p.m. CPT. The topics will include where to find the wage rates by 

county, how to file a certified payroll and recommended tools and processes for complying with the Prevailing 

Wage Act. Links to the webinars are embedded in the dates above.  

• Homeowner Handout Series Launches: Helping Consumers Go Solar with Confidence – In support of its 

prioritization of educating consumers about going solar and protecting them against predatory and 

problematic vendor practices, on March 24, 2025 the Program launched the Homeowner Handout Series to 

support informed, confident decision-making. The first handout, Selecting a Solar Company: Green and Red 

Flags, is part of the Program’s expanding consumer resource library, and has already been noted at a solar 

industry event as a useful resource for consumers. Please see the full announcement for information on 

consumer protection within the Illinois Shines program and additional consumer resources.   

• Upcoming REC Transfers in Preparation for the 2024-25 Annual Report – As a reminder, RECs delivered 

between June 1, 2024 - May 31, 2025 are considered to be within the “2025 delivery year.” AVs must 

successfully transfer RECs to the Buyer during this timeframe in order to be used to calculate any necessary 

collateral adjustments or contract default for the 2024-25 Annual Report. As AV’s prepare for the 2024-25 

Annual Report, keep the following in mind: 

o The Buyer counts RECs based on when they are successfully transferred, not when they are generated. 

o Upload all available energy generation data to GATS before May 23, 2025, since data processing and 

REC certificate creation may take up to seven days. Once created, transfer the REC certificate to the 

Buyer before 11:59 p.m. CPT on May 31, 2025. 

o Ensure RECs are delivered before May 31, 2025, as any REC delivered after this deadline will not 

count toward the 2024-25 Delivery Year Annual Report. 

o For AVs with systems eligible for the 3-Year Rolling Average Collateral Drawdown process, upload all 

available energy generation data before May 23, 2025 to minimize potential Drawdowns on posted 

collateral. 

o Although M-RETS processes Generation Data instantly (creating and transferring RECs per a standing 

order within moments), AVs should act early out of an abundance of caution. 

 

CONTACT US: For Portal, application, or Program-specific questions and inquiries, please contact 

admin@IllinoisShines.com or call 877-783-1820. 

 

 

 

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=mb74c9459ea8e0dd3f9494dca9a544bf9
https://illinoisshines.com/homeowner-handout-series-helping-consumers-go-solar-with-confidence/
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/March2025-Homeowner-Handbook-Selecting-a-Solar-Company-Green-and-Red-Flags.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/March2025-Homeowner-Handbook-Selecting-a-Solar-Company-Green-and-Red-Flags.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/homeowner-handout-series-helping-consumers-go-solar-with-confidence/
mailto:admin@IllinoisShines.com

