
 

 

 

CDCS Random Selection Event Results, Annual Report Draft Drawdown 

Results, Elective Pay Webinars’ Recordings Published 

December 19, 2025 

Coming up in Illinois Shines 

2025 Program events and due dates can be found at the Key Dates & Deadlines webpage. 

• Deadlines 

o Today, December 19 - Part II Verification for December and Election Deadline – Project Re-Batch or 

Withdrawal (for January 6, 2026, ICC Meeting) 

o December 31 - Deadline to Submit MES Mid-Year Reports 

o January 2 - Re-Batching Opens for AVs (for January 21, 2026, ICC Meeting) 

o January 6 - Election Deadline - Project Re-Batch or Withdrawal (for January 21, 2026, ICC Meeting) 

Stakeholder Support 

• New! Program Holiday Hours - In observance of Christmas and New Year’s Day, the Program will have limited 

services and updates on Thursday, December 25, 2025, and Thursday, January 1, 2026. On these days, the 

Program Call Center will be closed. Updates to the Block Capacity Dashboard, application tables, application 

project reports, and waitlists will resume the next business day. No Program Announcement will be released 

on Friday, December 26, 2025, or Friday, January 2, 2026.  

• Program Administrator Office Hours – The Program will resume Office Hours support for stakeholders on 

Wednesday, January 7, 2026. Stakeholders are encouraged to submit requests for support to 

admin@illinoisshines.com for assistance in the interim. 

• Application Tips and Tricks - The Program Administrator publishes Tips and Tricks to help support 

stakeholders avoid Need Info requests that delay application review and approval.  

▪ Adding comments to the application overview may prevent many types of Need Info delays. 

Overview comments may be used to explain changes, relationships, and discrepancies. 

Examples include: 

• Explaining why the name on the Proof of Site Control is different from the name on the 

Interconnection Agreement. For example, “Jack Baker and Jane Miller are a married 

couple”.  

• Indicating a change in the installer between the Disclosure Form and Part I application 

or between the Part I and Part II applications. For example, “The installer is Company 

ABC. Business XYZ uses its services as a subcontractor and obtains the documentation 

for the customer”. 

• Noting AC size changes that required a new DF to be signed. For example, “A new DF 

(12345) has been signed due to change in AC size”. 

• Explaining why the address on supporting documents is different from the address on 

the DF and application. For example, “The address at 1234 Main St. is the correct 

physical address, while the address listed on the documentation, 1134 Main St., is the 

utility address associated with the project”. 

https://illinoisshines.com/vendor-forums-feedback/
mailto:admin@illinoisshines.com
https://illinoisshines.com/help-guides-and-application-tips/


 

 

 

▪ Keep in mind that applications must still provide all necessary data in applicable fields. 

Overview comments cannot be used to circumvent Program or application requirements. 

Program News 

All Program updates can be found on the Program Updates webpage. 

• New! CDCS Random Selection Event Results - As previously announced, a Random Selection Event used 

to ordinally rank projects with tied Community-Driven Community Solar (“CDCS”) scores occurred on 

December 17, 2025. A recording of the event and the presentation slides are available on the 

Program’s webinar page. Projects selected in the Random Selection event for the 2025-26 Program Year will 

be submitted to the next 1-2 ICC meetings for approval for REC Contracts. Waitlisted projects (those that 

received at least 10 points) will be eligible for new capacity released either on April 1, 2026, during the interim 

50% capacity re-allocation, or the 2026-27 Program Year beginning June 1, 2026. The resulting 

spreadsheet detailing Group A and Group B project awards and waitlists for each group have been added to 

the Program’s Community-Driven Community Solar hub page. Additionally, as previously announced, a second 

CDCS application window and process will open January 16, 2026, due to expanded capacity resulting from 

the Modified 2024 Long-Term Plan.  

• New! Annual Report Draft Drawdown Results - The Program Administrator has performed the REC 

Performance Evaluation and Community Solar Parameters Evaluations following the close of the Annual 

Report Cure Period on October 30, 2025. These evaluations may result in collateral Drawdowns for system 

underperformance or failure to maintain Community Solar subscription rates. Evaluation results were provided 

to the utilities in mid-November, and the Program Administrator shared draft results with impacted AVs, via 

SharePoint, on December 16, 2025. Formal notice is expected to be provided by the contracting utility, the 

week of January 12, 2026. 

• New! Elective Pay Webinars’ Recordings Published - As previously announced, the IPA hosted webinars 

on Elective Pay on December 3, 2025, for municipalities, public school districts, nonprofits, and other tax-

exempt organizations, and December 17, 2025, for AVs working with tax-exempt entities that have placed a 

clean energy project in service in the last year or so, or will soon do so. The recordings, along with more 

information on elective pay can be found on the IPA website. 

• New! 2025 Resource Adequacy Study Now Available - The Illinois Environmental Protection Act directs 

the IPA, ICC, and IEPA to prepare a Resource Adequacy Study that examines the state’s progress towards its 

renewable energy goals. The week of December 15, 2025, the Agencies released the final report, appendices, 

and related materials, which are available on the Resource Adequacy Study webpage on the IPA website. Study 

data sets are expected to be posted next week. 

• New! New to the Program Website - The following key additions to the Program website have been shared: 

o December Illinois Shines Data Report (Illinois Shines Data Report page) 

o Updated Portal Roadmap (Portal Updates page) 

• Portal Maintenance to Address Disclosure Form Visibility Issue - As previously announced, the Program 

Administrator became aware of an issue following a recent portal update release in which some DFs 

associated with one of an AV’s DF Designees may have been temporarily accessible to other DF Designees 

operating under the same AV via the Program Portal’s DF Report export functionality. The Program 

Administrator is developing a solution designed to fix the issue and has temporarily removed the DF Report 

export functionality from the portal until the fix is complete. The Program Administrator will be updating the 

portal to ensure appropriate DF access and expects to restore access and export functionality in the coming 

weeks. In the interim, AVs and Designees may request support directly from the Program Administrator if they 

require an exported DF report.  

https://illinoisshines.com/program-updates/
https://illinoisshines.com/community-driven-community-solar-projectselection-results-for-program-year-2025-26/
https://youtu.be/Oi4qnXJzZQc
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-26-CDCS-Random-Selection-Event-17Dec2025-final-presentation.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/webinars/
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/CDCS-Random-Selection-Event-2025-26-17Dec2025.xlsx
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/CDCS-Random-Selection-Event-2025-26-17Dec2025.xlsx
https://illinoisshines.com/community-driven-community-solar/
https://illinoisshines.com/final-order-on-2024-long-term-plan-re-opening-and-program-pause-for-new-capacity/
https://illinoisshines.com/elective-pay-webinars-reminder-of-december-3-date-and-new-december-17-event/
https://ipa.illinois.gov/renewable-resources/hr1/elective-pay.html
https://ipa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/ipa/documents/20251215-illinois-ra-study-2025-final.pdf
https://ipa.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/ipa/documents/20251216-appendices-illinois-ra-study-2025-technical-appendix-final.pdf
https://ipa.illinois.gov/electricity-procurement/resource-adequacy.html
https://ipa.illinois.gov/electricity-procurement/resource-adequacy.html
http://www.illinoisshines.com/
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Data-Report-v251218.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/illinois-shines-data-report/
https://illinoisshines.com/portal-updates/
https://illinoisshines.com/portal-updates/
https://illinoisshines.com/portal-maintenance-to-address-disclosure-form-visibility-issue/


 

 

 

• Reminder: MES Mid-Year Report Submissions Due 12/31 - Mid-Year Reports, which show progress 

toward meeting the Minimum Equity Standard (MES) for Program Year 2025-26, are due December 31, 2025. 

Participating AVs and Designees should submit their Mid-Year Report for review by the Program Administrator 

though this form. If your organization faces challenges fulfilling these obligations, the Program Administrator 

is available to provide additional resources and guidance tailored to your needs. Failure to submit a Mid-Year 

Report may negatively affect an organization’s request for an MES waiver. For more information, please visit 

the Vendor FAQ page or view the 2025-26 Mid-Year Report questions sample on the Program website.  

• Unbatch and Reassignment Process – As previously announced, the Program implemented an 

"unbatching" process to assist stranded customers. The "unbatching" process allows AVs to “unbatch” 

projects, after Commission approval, to assist harmed customers. Traditionally, reassignment can only occur 

for an entire batch; however, the “unbatching” process allows a subset of projects in a batch to be reassigned. 

While the “unbatching” process is ongoing, the Program Administrator will request ICC approval of the 

Stranded Customer REC Adder amount. This process typically starts through the Consumer Protection 

Stranded Customer process. The Consumer Protection team would then alert the Contracts team to the need 

for an assignment or “unbatching”. 

• Updated Disclosure Form Templates - On December 2, 2025, new Disclosure Form (DF) templates were 

implemented, adding “Designee ID” as a new, last column and permitting users to be linked to multiple 

Designees. Previously, if a user worked for multiple Designees (often under an umbrella company), they had 

to have separate logins for each Designee ID. Now, a user can manage DFs for all their Designee IDs with one 

login. AVs and Designees with only one Designee ID tied to their login account should not observe any change. 

If a user is linked to 2+ Designees: 

o Portal - When creating a DF manually from the webform, Designees should ensure the correct Designee 

ID is listed in the top section of the form. 

o CSV - When uploading a DF from CSV. they must note which “Designee ID” should be associated with 

the DF. CSV users should refer to, and utilize, the new templates, which are available at the Program 

Documents page in the DF section. 

• Part II Verification Cut Off for December - The last Part II verification date for this month will be today, 

December 19, 2025. Applications that are Part II verified on or before December 19, 2025, will be included 

in the January invoicing period. Application processing will continue throughout the last week of the month 

and any applications reviewed between December 20, 2025, and December 31, 2025, will be invoiced in 

February 2026. 

• IPA Racial Disparity and Availability Study Consultant Launches Study Website - The IPA has partnered 

with Griffin & Strong, P.C. to conduct a Racial Disparity and Availability Study to measure the presence and 

impact of discrimination on minority and women businesses and workers in Illinois’ clean energy economy. 

The new website  provides detailed information on the study, FAQs, resources, events, and information about 

Griffin & Strong, P.C. 

Reference and Reminders 

• Re-Batching for ICC Meetings - To avoid late requests to withhold projects from submission to the ICC, AVs 

must indicate any requests to withdraw or withhold projects during the two-day re-batching window. In the 

absence of any action by an AV, the Program Administrator will re-batch the projects at its discretion and 

submit eligible projects to the ICC. Please note that due to recent federal action, the Agency has temporarily 

paused enforcement of the two withhold limit from ICC meetings. This pause will be in effect until the Agency 

determines this pause is no longer necessary. AVs that do not wish to take advantage of these additional 

withholdings may send projects to the ICC during the re-batching window. Upcoming windows for re-batching 

are as follows: 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=WhykgeRTDE2nqHQvI9dkUQd9IoqD76JIlsHvRlgK925UNVdGWE03SDJYS1A3UjhSMzY0VU85Ujc0MC4u&route=shorturl
https://illinoisshines.com/vendor-faqs/#mes
https://illinoisshines.com/minimum-equity-standard/
https://illinoisshines.com/
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Illinois-Shines-Announcement-5December2025-FINAL.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/program-documents/#df
https://illinoisshines.com/program-documents/#df
https://ipastudy.com/


 

 

 

 

Re-Batching Opens for AVs 
Election Deadline – 12:00 p.m. 

CPT (Re-batching closes for AVs) 
Trade Date (ICC Meeting Date) 

1/2/2026 1/6/2026 1/21/2026 

1/20/2026 1/22/2026 2/5/2026 

• Portal Maintenance and Releases - Scheduled system maintenance occurs Tuesday and Thursday 

evenings, from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. CPT, during which times the Portal is typically unavailable to users. 

Users working in the Portal should save their work prior to the 8:00 p.m. CPT start of system maintenance 

window. Any unsaved information will be lost when the system is moved into maintenance mode. The latest 

Portal updates and enhancements, a Portal Development Roadmap, and Portal help guides can be found at 

IllinoisShines.com/Portal-Updates. 

Development 

Focus  
Details  

Planned or Actual 

Delivery  

Enhancement  

Missing asterisk 

on required 

project 

application 

fields 

An asterisk was added to mark two required fields on Part I applications where it 

was previously missing: “Final Interconnection Approval Date (Actual or 

Estimate)” and “Does the project commit to only serve the subscribers in the 

same county in which the project is located?” 

December 17, 2025  

Added date field 

validations to 

project 

application 

Added validations to the following project application date fields to improve data 

quality and reduce Need Info cases 

1. Final Interconnection Approval Date (Actual or Estimated) [Part I, section 6] 

must be on or after 6/1/2017. 

2. Interconnection Approval Date [Part II, section 2] must be on or after 

6/1/2017. 

3. Project Online Date [Part II, section 2] must be on or after 1/1/2000. 

4. Date of Project's Certificate of Completion or PTO [Part II, section 2] must be 

on or after 1/1/2000. 

5. Date on which Construction Activities for Project were completed [Part II, 

section 2] must be on or after 1/1/2000. 

6. Installation Contract Execution Date [Part II, section 3] must be on or after 

1/1/2000. 

December 17, 2025 

 

• Application Processing Tables and Updates - Application processing tables are maintained here. These 

tables are updated daily. For questions about specific project applications, please contact the Program 

Administrator at admin@IllinoisShines.com. In addition to information available on the Project Application 

Reports page, the status of individual project applications can be checked using the Project Look Up Tool. 

 

CONTACT US: For Portal, application, or Program-specific questions and inquiries, please contact 

admin@IllinoisShines.com or call 877-783-1820. 

 

https://illinoisshines.com/portal-updates/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
mailto:admin@IllinoisShines.com
https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-application-reports/
https://illinoisshines.com/project-status/#top
mailto:admin@IllinoisShines.com

