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Traditional Community Solar 
Part II Application Example

Program Year 2026-27

This Part II TCS application example is intended to be used by Approved Vendors as a reference and guide for 
a Traditional Community Solar (TCS) application. In addition to technical project data including verification of 
expected system performance, the Part II application, which follows project energization, requires demonstration 
and confirmation that scoring commitments made in the Part I application, including those that resulted in higher 
project scoring and thus greater likelihood of contract award, were fulfilled throughout project development and 
installation. Part II Traditional Community Solar applications must be submitted by Approved Vendors via the 
Illinois Shines Program Portal. 

Please note that this example is for reference only, and points can be scored for TCS projects in various ways, 
inclusive or exclusive of the criteria used in this example. See Appendix E of the Program Guidebook for the TCS 
Scoring Criteria.

Section 1: System Details

v260904

If there were any changes from the 
project from what was submitted 
in Part 1, selecting “No” will allow 
you to update the application.
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Module Power Rating: 
This is the size in 
watts of each solar PV 
module in the array.

System Tilt: If you 
have single or dual 
axis tracking, please 
enter the average tilt 
of your system.

Number of Modules: 
This is the total 
number of modules in 
the array.

System Azimuth: If you 
have single or dual axis 
tracking, please enter the 
average tilt of your system.

Total Array Output: The portal 
automatically calculates 
this value by multiplying the 
number of modules by the 
module power rating for each 
orientation.

Inverter Size: Inverter size is 
measured in continuous AC 
output which must be equal 
to or less than nameplate 
capacity.

Size Differences: If system 
changes the larger of 5kW or 
25%, a new application will be 
required.

DC/AC Ratio: Cannot exceed 
155%, or 200% if the system 
includes a battery/storage 
component.
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Explanation of Custom Capacity Factor: For a Custom Capacity Factor different than PVWatts, please explain 
how your custom capacity factor was derived; either using a custom software tool designed to calculate such 
capacity factors or calculated by a professional engineer. Please note that any proprietary third-party software 
tool may be subject to audit by the Program Administrator.

Custom Capacity Factor: If you select to enter your own Custom Capacity Factor amount, please keep in mind 
that this should be the average capacity factor of the system over the life of the system over the entire contract 
term (15 - 20) based on the AC rating of the inverter and should take into account an annual 0.5% degradation 
for its output.

Calculate: Press the Calculate 
button after you have entered 
information in Section 2 and 4 
and completed this form.
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Interconnection Approval 
Date: The date the 
interconnection utility signed 
a permission to operate or 
final interconnection approval 
document.               

Utility Project ID (Facility ID/
Generation ID): This is the 
Project ID from the Utility’s 
portal. Facility ID if ComEd, 
Generation ID if Ameren Illinois 
and Production Facility if Rural 
Electric Cooperative.

Project Online Date: The date 
the system began full-time 
production. This does not 
include test production and 
should generally not precede 
the interconnection approval.               

Name on REC Tracking 
System Account: The 
name of the company 
or individual who is 
PJM-GATS or M-RETS 
account holder for 
the registry account 
where the generator 
is registered.               

Section 2: Interconnection Details

If there were any changes from the 
project from what was submitted 
in Part 1, selecting “No” will allow 
you to update the application.
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Section 3: Installer Information

If there were any changes from the 
project from what was submitted 
in Part 1, selecting “No” will allow 
you to update the application.

System Installer: If the systems installer is 
also the owner of the system, then you are not 
required to enter in an ICC Docket certification 
number and that field may be left blank. 
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Demographic Information: The total hours for the project should be 
the same across Race and Ethnicity. These sections are merely seeking 
different data for the number of hours worked by all employees that 
worked on this project. The job training program section may not match 
as some employees that worked on the project may not be graduates of 
job training programs and the zip code section may not match as some 
employees may live outside of Illinois.  

Data by Race: Please use the 
More Than One Race option 
for employees who identify as 
belonging to more than one race.   
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Micro-Inverters: If 
the facility utilizes 
micro-inverters please 
include the following 
additional information 
in the Inverter 
Details section: Max 
continuous output of 
each micro-inverter in 
Watts; Total number 
of micro-inverters 
installed.

Battery Backup: For systems that include 
a battery, a detailed schematic must be 
provided. Please reference Appendix Y 
of the 2026-27 Program Guidebook for 
further information.

Section 4: Equipment Details

If there were any changes from the 
project from what was submitted 
in Part 1, selecting “No” will allow 
you to update the application.

Applications greater than 10kW 
need to have an ANSI Certified 
Meter installed. Applications equal 
to or less than 10kW can report data 
from inverters with accuracy ratings 
of +- 5% see the Guidebook Section 
4(N) for the Metering Guidelines.   
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Total Project Cost: Please provide the all-in total project cost, including any and all cost related to the following: 
modules, inverters, other generating equipment, balance of system (BOS), engineering/procurement/
construction (EPC), installation, interconnection, origination and development, sales/general/administrative 
(SG&A) including customer acquisition, financing, legal, permitting/inspection/other soft costs, contingencies, 
and any other direct or indirect costs attributable to the project. Any and all profit that results from project 
development should not be included in the total project costs. 

Required Attestations
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Required Documents Upload

Certificate of Completion: Depending on the utility, this must be Part 2 of the Interconnection Approval Agreement, 
Certificate of Completion, or Permission to Operate Letter, which is the final authority to operate as signed by a 
representative of the interconnection utility. Documents not signed by the utility granting permission to operate 
will not be accepted. If you have more than one Certificate of Completion for this project, please upload the 
additional document(s) in the Optional Upload section.

Certified Transcripts of Payroll: When submitting the CTPs to the IDOL Certified Transcript of Payroll Portal, the 
“Public Body” field’s response must be Illinois Power Agency. The Program Administrator will verify that the 
address on the CTP matches the address provided with the project application. IDOL CTPs can be downloaded from 
the IDOL CTP portal after payroll submission and have the Illinois State seal on the cover page.

Photographs of Inverter: Photograph must clearly show inverter model number. Please use Optional Upload fields 
if you need to upload multiple photos. Photographs of just on inverter is acceptable if using microinverters.

Please note and explain any project ownership changes that occurred between the Part I and Part II application. 
If there is a change in ownership, please upload the ownership change notification as an additional document 
and send it to the applicable contracting utility.



11Illinois Shines Program Administrator  |  admin@illinoisshines.com  |  (877) 783-1820

Photograph of the Solar Production Meter: Photograph must clearly show current Cumulative lifetime meter 
reading. The solar production meter model number should be included as well (this can be added as an optional 
upload if the reading photo does not display the model). Systems 10kW and smaller registered in GATS that do 
not have a dedicated solar production meter may upload a photo of the metering inverter’s digital display or a 
screenshot of its web-based display if it has no digital display.

Photographs of Project: Photograph(s) of the project showing all the installed modules. Photograph(s) must clearly 
show the face of each module. Please use Optional Upload fields if you need to upload multiple photos.    

Net Metering Application Approval Letter: Please upload your net metering approval letter from your utility if you 
are enrolled in net metering. 

Detailed Battery Schematic: A detailed schematic must be provided showing that either only solar generated power 
can be used to charge the battery or that the battery’s output does not run through the meter used to measure solar 
output. 

Projects Subject to Prevailing Wage Requirements: All projects submitted to the Program are subject to prevailing 
wage requirements with the exception of: 1) Residential DG projects, 2) DG Projects that serve a house of worship 
and do not exceed 100 kW AC, 3) Waitlisted (as of December 14, 2021) non-residential Large DG projects. Certified 
Transcripts of Payroll submitted to the Illinois Department of Labor for the construction of the project must be 
submitted with all applications that are subject to prevailing wage requirements.

Proof of Irrevocable Transfer: Proof that the project has an irrevocable transfer set up in the REC tracking registry 
through either a copy of the irrevocable transfer acceptance email or a screenshot of the irrevocable transfer screen 
showing the registry certification number of the system. This requirement cannot be completed until your REC 
contract has been approved by the ICC.
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Traditional Community Solar Scoring Documents:
TCS Part II Scoring Commitments shoud be uploaded as an additional document and follow the requirements listed 
in Appendix E of the 2026-27 Program Guidebook.

Built Environment – Agrivoltaics
Agrivoltaics Plan

Demonstration of active agricultural use: Please provide a completed agrivoltaics plan outlining the commitments 
from the Part I agrivoltaics plan that have been met including any photographs or supporting documentation. 
Changes to an agrivoltaics plan, such as a change in crop utilization or footprint size (above the required 50% 
outlined in Appendix C of the Program Guidebook), are permitted. Any changes to an agrivoltaics plan that 
occur between the Part I and Part II application must be made in writing via an updated plan sent to the Program 
Administrator. Please note, if points for grazing were awarded, active grazing needs to be present at the time of 
Part II application and demonstration of such must be made through the Part II application. Contracts or a signed 
agreement between a herd owner and a landowner (or the solar farm owner/operator) will be allowed as evidence 
of active grazing. Timestamped grazing photos and seeding photos may also be submitted as evidence for proof of 
agrivoltaics.

Sample Uploaded Agrivoltaics Plan:

Project Overview and Agrivoltaics Commitment

Community Solar Project 1 is a 4.5MWac project in Cook County, 
IL, occupying about 16 acres of existing agricultural land for solar 
production and commits that the land will be continuously used 
for agrivoltaics purposes through the duration of the REC Delivery 
Contract, while seasonally appropriate. The site will utilize sheep 
grazing for vegetation management and will be designed to ensure 
that grazing can effectively occur underneath and between the solar 
panels. These areas will incorporate a grazing seed mix that is safe 
and non-toxic to the sheep, including grasses and clovers. Rotational 
grazing will occur throughout the project site, enhancing both 
the agricultural productivity of the land and improving soil health 
throughout the system’s lifetime.

System Design Information 

The project has been designed to accommodate sheep and vegetation 
growth throughout the system’s lifetime. The project is fenced in with 
an 8-foot wire fencing to keep sheep from escaping and include zones 
for rotational grazing under the solar panels and throughout the site. 
This project has a ground mount fixed tilt racking system, and the 
leading edge of the panels will be an average height of 2.5 feet, with a 
typical pitch spacing so solar panels do not interfere with the grazers. 
Fencing has been installed around the equipment pads to keep sheep 
off the pads and away from equipment or technicians. Final design 
drawings can be found in Appendix A of this Agrivoltaics Plan. 
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Sample Uploaded Agrivoltaics Plan (continued):

Grazing Summary & Projection 

The number of sheep on the project site will fluctuate between seasons, however we anticipate three 
sheep to the acre and our projected crop of lambs is three lambs per acre with a total flock size of 
approximately 48 sheep. During this past Fall 2025 season, the site was grazed with 20 yearling lambs. 
Due to low vegetation growth (forage) on this recently constructed site, supplemental hay feeding was 
provided along with water and minerals. Grazing was considered successful with no infractions to solar 
equipment and one minor issue with temporary inverter fencing. Total quantity grazed is 2,300 pounds, 
which is 20 yearling lambs at approximately 115 pounds per lamb. This amount will vary seasonally 
due to changes in vegetation growth, flock size, and whether the ewes are lambing. We anticipate that 
grazing in 2026 will require significantly more input and anticipate a herd size growth of 140% due to 
expected change in forage as annual weeds germinate and seeded species establish. 

The diversity of plant species has been decreased under the panels and increased in the perimeter, 
buffer, staging areas to balance the nutritional needs of the sheep with pollinator habitat requirements. 
Sheep allow pollinators to spread naturally on the array by picking up seeds with their wool and 
distribute them to other areas. The sheep also naturally lose their fleece on site which native birds and 
mice use to build nests in the project area. A seed mix for the solar array area has been selected based 
on the optimal use for grazing. The application of this mix is at a minimum rate of 20 lbs per acre and 
give the sheep a balance of roughage and protein. This mix will be supplemented with a nurse crop, 
dependent on season, at a minimum rate of 30lbs per acre. This array mix can be found in the table 
below and the pollinator friendly habitat seed blend is included within the pollinator friendly habitat 
plan.

Table 1 - Array Grazing Mix

Percentage 
by Weight Scientific Name Common Name Height Bloom Time Drought Tolerance

24 Festuca Elatior Duo Festulolium 3’ N/A High

15 Poa Pratensis Ginger Kentucky 
Bluegrass 2-3’ Apr – Aug High

10 Festuca Ovina Sheep Fescue 3-4’ N/A High

32 Medicago Sativa Alfalfa 2-3’ June – Sept High

5 Trifolium Repens White Clover 4-12” May – June High

5 Trifolium 
Hybridum Alsike Clover 1-2” June – Sept Low

Annual Reporting and Decommissioning: 

Community Solar Company commits to the annual reporting of the vegetation, grazing herd, and any 
potential changes one year after project implementation and throughout the REC contract lifetime. This 
project has an estimated useful lifetime of 35 years, and it will be decommissioned within eighteen (18) 
months of the end of operations. Once all solar equipment and facilities are removed from the site, the 
site will be returned to the condition prior to construction and any site restoration will be completed to 
preserve the land’s agricultural resources.
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Site Photos:
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Built Environment – Pollinator Friendly Habitat
Demonstration of an active pollinator friendly habitat: Please 
provide a copy of a submitted Illinois Planned Pollinator 
Habitat on Solar Sites Scorecard from the DNR with a passing 
score of at least 85 points. Changes to a Pollinator Friendly 
Habitat plan, such as a change in crop utilization, are 
permitted. Any changes to a Pollinator Friendly Habitat plan 
that occur between the Part I and Part II application must 
be made in writing via an updated plan sent to the Program 
Administrator.

Solar site owners or managers who are planning pollinator 
friendly habitat must complete the Illinois Planned Habitat 
on Solar Sites Scorecard with a passing score of at least 85 
points to achieve preliminary recognition as a “Pollinator 
Friendly Solar Site”. 

Timestamped seeding photos or a timestamped seeding 
invoice may also be submitted as evidence. If pollinator 
plans change between Part I and Part II the AV will need to 
provide an updated Pollinator plan that meet the Vegetation 
Management Plan Guidelines.

Grazing Contract:

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/e03c1d94409d4149b8266d5ee5fba89c
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/e03c1d94409d4149b8266d5ee5fba89c
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Equity Eligible Contractor (EEC)
Demonstration that the committed percentage of development work has been completed by an EEC Approved 
Vendor/Designee: Please submit the agreements (including the value of work performed) for the construction, 
electrical and other site-specific work that has been performed by EEC certified Designees during project 
development. Substitution of the EEC Designee(s) that will support a project due to unforeseen circumstances 
can be made between the Part I and Part II applications. Any substitutions must be made in writing to the Program 
Administrator and are subject to review and verification.

Sample Response: 

We included the Illinois Solar Site Pollinator Habitat Planning Form in our Part I application, planting native 
perennial vegetation and foraging to create a restorative habitat inclusive of grasses, sedges and forbs. 

Upon implementation, we were not able to achieve the 16-20 native species in the site perimeter and buffer 
area and instead achieved 10-15 native species. This lowered our overall score from 90 points to 85 points as 
indicated in the submitted Illinois Planned Habitat on Solar Sites Scorecard. We have uploaded an updated site 
plan indicating these changes. 

https://dnr.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dnr/conservation/pollinatorscorecard/documents/illinoissolarsitepollinatorhabitatplanningform.pdf
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/e03c1d94409d4149b8266d5ee5fba89c


